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Strategic
vision’s
progress
has ups,
downs

Report is given to
city commissioners

By Steve Vied
Iusserigur-tcuner

According to the perceptions
of those waiching closely,
Orwenshoro has made big strides
in the development of an “urban
village™ on the Ohio River, hut
ity government still has work to
do in eliminating communica-
tions barrhers between itself and
the community,

Those points were among the
highlizghis of a report delivered to
the City Commission last week
by Louisville consultant Libby
Alexander, who helps guide the
<ity’s planning process,

In 2007, elected leaders, city
staff and 20 to 30 residents set
community goals and pricritles
{o be used to create s strategic
vision for the city’s future,

Last year the plan was put
into place with nine general
areas of focus;

@ Creation of an *urban vil-
lage" downtown,

B Promoting enfreprencurs,
education and quality-of-life

See Progress/Page A3

ANALYSIS: HEALTH
CARE OVERHAUL

Sound bites
in complex
debate rare

By Alan Fram will celebrate its 20th
Assaciated Press ANNiversary.
WASHINGTON Hasllltlvvlﬂ up Lo
expectalions?

knockeut blaw out there in

the: figght over health care,
neither side has found it

President Barack Obama and
his appaments are searching for
‘hite-gizid, focused and
compelling messages that will
win over the voters who polls
show remain up for grabs

Obama anti‘h'vs fowes are going
at it hard during the
congressional break in August, a
raucous, pivotal month when the
public and lawmakers are
deciding whether to support his
drive fo reshape the heaith
sysien.

I f there's a rhetorical
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J.R. Miller holds a fremed street sign bearing his neme at the cpening of the strest In October 1089,

turns 20

Chief goal
was to ease
Frederica
Street traffic

By Keith Lawrence
Massargatiriquier
n the late 19708, clty
officials bigan
discussing the
peossibilities of extending
Lewis Street south along
the old CSX rallroad tracks
to fink with Frederica Street
near the new Towne Square
all

‘The tracks, lsid in 1871
when rail transportation
finally reached Owensboro,
were slated (o be removed
by 1984

Frederica was getting so
crowded that there was
already talk of widening the
streed o six lanes.

Building & new road to
the east would be a ot
cheaper, advocales said.

In October, J.R. Miller
Boulevard — the name
chosen for the new roarll —

“It's pretty much
developed as we thought it
would,” Keith Harpole,
associate director for
transportation planning at
the Green River Area
Development District, sald
recenily.

“The lea was 1o gel
traffic off Frederica Street,”
he said. “We haven't done a
traffic count on Miller in
aboul six years, bul it was
aroumd 20,00 vehicles a day
back then. That's 20,000
wehicles a day that aren't on
Frederica”

Harpole said: “The
alternative to building Miller
would have been witdening
Frederica There was a
study 1010 12 years a{:rl thar
estimated the cost at 525
million to 530 million te adid
one lane on each side of
Frederica from 25th Streed
ter thes end of the shopping
centers.”

There were those in the
business community who
hoped that Miller wild
attract commercial
development with Frederica

say ink Street beginning to il up,
That hasn't really
I deh A, aR6-0123 ilell ned vet.
Traffic flows steadily Wedneadsy afternoon on J R, Miller Boule-  bulit 20 years ago to (allm traffic off Frederica Street,
nll vard at the entrance lo the Fiddlesticks subdivision. The road was See 20/Page AS

20: Street named in honor of former mayor

From the Front Page

on ad
||Ix||nr|l r'ur

A\-r -nwe and Miller, and a m
e shopping center
m Miller between
il Parrish Avenue
recessinn has delayed
the start of cor i
I 15, St

agent
al 14th Street and Milker. T ol
ferar timyes the: size for half the cost
redderiea Strect,” he si
he traffic count on Miller
1zt that much lower than

al

area,”
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No new retail planned
“We have not heard of any
new redail projects (planned) in
the southern part uf the ]
Miller corridor,
Noffsinger, execull
the Owengborn M
ing Commission
“The linod plain will be a
Inmll:na factor for development
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walks In the park almost every day.
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Namad for former mayor

In January 1984, just weeks
after LR, Miller's term as mayor
entled, the City Commission
announcer that it was naming
the new road in his honor,

Miller hanl been snceessiul in
perauarling the siate fo pump
nearly 34 million into the project,
and he | epherted it
th

“t

ughout his term.

1o el the
fhunding,” sai il Arkisson,
whis was Im‘l\'ul whien the new

roadd apener 20 vaars agn.
“Then the project gof its
momentum under {Ma
Figher, with most of th
conglruction during his term,”
Adlkisson sairl. *] inherited the
project in e w mm||1r|| it anad
cul ll ribbon with LR

e & bl
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TR Miller Boulevard hadn't been
Buillt. 1 drive o it almast every
tirmaee F'en i bown, amed I'm thrilled
it's Boem so popular with motorisis
fior the past genertion,”
Thompson Homes broke
round in the fail of 2005 an
Fudlestic

Country Chaby.
xpecter residential
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When it opened, the stres)
el s eraftle Bghts and three
stop signs, As trallle grew, the
slopr Nipuh were replaced with

lights 'ﬂurw e
fewer than o
between Second =
Southiown Boulevard.



